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OX BOW AND OTHER “MIDWESTERN GIVERNYS”
EXPLAINED AT AUGUST 17 “TUESDAY TALK”
AUGUST 6, 2021 -- A richly illustrated discussion of the cultural shift that spawned Ox Bow and other
“Midwestern Givernys” in the early 1900s highlights Saugatuck-Douglas History Center’s next “Tuesday
Talk” on August 17 in the “Back-In-Time Garden” behind the Old School House, 130 Center Street in
Douglas. The one-hour program begins when the school bell rings at 11 a.m. To assure comfortable
outdoor seating, attendees are invited to bring their own camp chairs
Presenter Wendy Greenhouse, independent art historian and author, tells how summer art camps,
schools and colonies blossomed across America as artists sought to emulate the leisurely summertime
experience of European art centers like France’s Giverny, where the landscapes, atmosphere and
garden home of Claude Monet created a haven for impressionist inspiration in the late 1800s.
Surveying several significant midwestern art colonies of this period, such as Oregon, Illinois, the
Indiana Dunes, Brown County, Indiana and Saugatuck, she discusses the varied reasons for the rise of
summer colonies among Chicago artists and the art they produced there. Stimulated by Chicago’s
growing regional pride and a new sense of cultural identity in the wake of the World’s Columbian
Exposition of 1893, she notes, artists began favoring unique local scenery in their landscape paintings.
Away from the smoky city and their own dark urban studios, they also experimented with the effects of
full sunlight in their figure paintings.
Affirming this trend in an 1896 issue of Arts for America, she reports, a journalist wrote of the new
artistic celebration of the local landscape: “Why haven’t the rest of us eyes to see the beauties that
surround us, and how can we ever be thankful enough to [the artists] for staying at home and showing
them to us?”
Greenhouse has written extensively about Chicago art and artists of the late 19th through the early 20th
centuries. She coauthored Art in Chicago (University of Chicago Press, 2018); Art of Illinois, catalogue
for the Illinois Bicentennial exhibition presented in the Governor’s Mansion in Springfield in 2018; and
the 2003 catalogue of the Union League Club of Chicago Art Collection. She also has contributed
essays to exhibition catalogues on Michigan painter Mathias Alten for the Grand Rapids Art Museum
and on Indiana Dunes painter Frank V. Dudley for the Brauer Museum at Valparaiso University, among
many other publications. Formerly Curator of Paintings and Sculpture at the Chicago History Museum,
Greenhouse earned her BA in History and Ph.D. in the History of Art at Yale.
A summertime tradition since 1996, SDHC’s weekly Tuesday Talks present entertaining and informative
insights into local community life and history throughout July and August. This program is sponsored
by Steve Hutchins, SDHC Board President.
While admission is free for current SDHC members, non-member guests are encouraged to attend with
a donation of five dollars, or to become new members at the Talk.
Saugatuck-Douglas History Center is supported in part by the Michigan Council for the Arts and
Cultural Affairs (MCACA) and the National Endowment for the Arts. For more information about SDHC,
its Museum in Saugatuck and Old School House in Douglas, and its activities planned for the months
ahead, visit www.MySDHistory.org.
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Caption : 1914 photo of Chicago artist and Ox Bow co-founder Frederick Fursman (white hat, center)
instructing students, probably in Ox Bow duneland, as discussed in SDHC’s Aug. 17 Tuesday Talk.
Image from Elsa Ulbricht Collection, Museum of Wisconsin Art

