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NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
RESONATE AT AUGUST 3 “TUESDAY TALK”
JULY 23, 2021 -- “Native American History & Culture” will highlight Saugatuck-Douglas History Center’s
next “Tuesday Talk” on August 3 in the “Back-In-Time Garden” behind the Old School House, 130
Center Street in Douglas. The one-hour program begins when the school bell rings at 11 a.m. To
assure comfortable outdoor seating, attendees are invited to bring their own camp chairs.
Presenter Jason Wesaw is a multi-cultural artist rooted in his Pokagon Band of Potawatomi heritage,
whose works are among those represented in this summer’s contemporary Native American art exhibit
at The Old School House. He will discuss how his projects are informed by the land and relate stories
that are rooted in place, Potawatomi lifeways and the Native American acknowledgement of spirit,
revealing ways in which elements of tradition and modernity intersect to express timeless human
conditions of love, acceptance, and change.
As an example, he cites one of his textile works, Healing Blanket, which combines hand-dyed and
hand-sewn materials with found and crafted ornamentations to tell a story about resilience, indigenous
knowledge systems, strength & healing, connection to the natural world, and spiritual awareness.
Healing blankets traditionally are seen as infused with natural “life force energy” that can strengthen
physical energy, mental and emotional clarity, and focus. The belief that this unseen energy flows
through all living things and directly affects health has been shared by many cultures since ancient
times.
Born of a Potawatomi father and European mother, Wesaw was drawn to the Potawatomi culture and
has begun working as a cultural associate for his Potawatomi Band. His native heritage has become a
strong part of his life and his artistic inspiration. “Our Potawatomi culture,” he says, “is not merely
surviving, it is thriving.”
A resident of Bangor, Wesaw also works as consultant and collaborator on public and educational
projects throughout the country. His art, ranging across ceramics, drawings, textiles and heritage craft
objects, has been shown in art markets, galleries and exhibitions at major institutions including the Field
Museum (Chicago, IL), Snite Museum of Art (Notre Dame), and the Center for Design and Material
Culture (University of Wisconsin).
A summertime tradition since 1996, SDHC’s weekly Tuesday Talks present entertaining and informative
insights into local community life and history throughout July and August. This program is sponsored
by Osman Flowers and Firs.
While admission is free for current SDHC members, non-member guests are encouraged to attend with
a donation of five dollars, or to become new members at the Talk.
Saugatuck-Douglas History Center is supported in part by the Michigan Council for the Arts and
Cultural Affairs (MCACA) and the National Endowment for the Arts. For more information about SDHC,
its Museum in Saugatuck and Old School House in Douglas, and its activities planned for the months
ahead, visit www.MySDHistory.org.
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Caption : Jason Wesaw’s textile artwork Healing Blanket exemplifies the Native American culture he
discusses in SDHC’s Aug. 3 Tuesday Talk.

