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MICHIGAN’S AFRICAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE
EXAMINED AT SDHC AUG. 11 PUBLIC PROGRAM
JULY 30, 2021 -- The early African-American experience in our area will be examined at SaugatuckDouglas History Center’s next free public monthly program on Wednesday, August 11, starting at 7pm
in the “Back-In-Time Garden” behind the Old School House, at 130 Center Street in Douglas. To assure
comfortable outdoor seating, attendees are encouraged to bring their own camp chairs if possible.
Presented in question-answer format, the program is titled: “They that go down to the sea in ships: the
surprising nineteenth-century history of the people who sailed Lake Michigan, settled Michigan and
fought for the freedom of all Americans.” As moderator, SDHC Executive Director Eric Gollannek will
prompt commentary from Anna-Lisa Cox, Ph.D., on her work as Research Associate at Harvard's
Hutchins Center for African and African American Research.
The interview will focus on the craft of history and a range of topics highlighting African-American
settlement in the old Northwest Territory (1787-1803), part of which ultimately became our state in
1837. Responding, Dr. Cox will share what she has learned about Black veterans of the Revolutionary
War and War of 1812, the significance of the “Underground Railroad” activity here in the mid-1800s, the
role of the Great Lakes as an URR route, and the later marginalization of African-American history
through the 19th and 20th centuries.
Dr. Cox is an award-winning historian of racism and race relations in 19th-century America, with
special attention to the frontier and rural Midwest. Her writing has been featured in the The Washington
Post, Lapham’s Quarterly and The New York Times, while her original research underpinned two
exhibits at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture.
Her recent book The Bone and Sinew of the Land: America’s Forgotten Black Pioneers and the
Struggle for Equality was honored by the Smithsonian Magazine as one of the best history books of
2018. Currently, she is writing a book on the African-Americans who influenced the young Abraham
Lincoln. Her books will be available for purchase and signing after the program.
Saugatuck-Douglas History Center’s free monthly program series presents entertaining and informative
insights into local history and community life. This month’s program is sponsored anonymously.
SDHC is supported in part by the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) and the
National Endowment for the Arts. For more information about SDHC, its Museum in Saugatuck and
Old School House in Douglas, and its activities planned for the months ahead, visit
www.MySDHistory.org.
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Caption:
William Henry Powell’s 1865 painting Perry's Victory affirms Black role in the 1813 Battle of Lake Erie,
as recognized in SDHC’s Aug. 11 public program. (Image courtesy of the Ohio History Connection)

