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BYGONE GREAT LAKES FISHTOWNS
REVISITED AT AUG. 10 “TUESDAY TALK”
JULY 30, 2021 -- A studied look at Great Lakes “fishtowns” of yesteryear, examining their architecture,
artifacts, culture and significance, baits the hook for Saugatuck-Douglas History Center’s next “Tuesday
Talk” on August 10.As planned before Michigan’s earlier Coronavirus protective measures were
recently relaxed, this hour-long program will be conducted virtually via Zoom.
Those interested in participating will need to register in advance online at tinyurl.com/SDHC-TT-8-10 in
order to receive instructions for joining the Zoom program. Questions regarding online registration
procedures may be e-mailed to info@sdhistoricalsociety.org.
Presenter Michael J. Chiarappa, Ph.D., author and Professor of History at Quinnipiac University in
Connecticut, revisits memorable places where commercial fishing bloomed along the Great Lakes
shorelines from the late nineteenth century until the 1970s/1980s, satisfying popular hunger for native
freshwater delicacies such as yellow perch, whitefish, lake trout and those sorely missed smoked chub.
While fishtowns ranged widely in size, he notes, all were easily recognized by similar buildings for
processing fish and storing equipment, outdoor yards for preparing and maintaining nets, and, perhaps
most notably, their collection of regionally distinctive fishing watercraft -- the fish tug, the Mackinaw
boat, and the Great Lakes trap net boat -- each designed for practical and efficient movement of fish
from watery depths to America's dinner tables and restaurants. More than that, fishtowns also became
places that connected wider audiences to the Great Lakes and fueled the environmental and artistic
imagination.
In addition to teaching, Dr, Chiarappa is co-author of Fish for All: An Oral History of Multiple Claims and
Divided Sentiment on Lake Michigan (2003), co-editor of Nature’s Entrepot: Philadelphia’s Urban
Sphere and Its Environmental Thresholds (2012) and has published articles focusing on vernacular
landscapes, regionalism, and the use of natural resources in maritime environments. His research and
teaching targets American environmental history, the history of America’s built environments and
landscapes, American maritime history, and local/regional history.
Dr, Chiarappa formerly co-directed the Public History Program at Western Michigan University where
he taught courses in historic preservation, documentation methods, and cultural resource management.
He has conducted numerous field schools focusing on historic preservation, maritime preservation,
museology, oral history, and local history and has worked on historic preservation, maritime
preservation, and public history projects in the Middle Atlantic and Great Lakes regions, and in the
Pacific Islands. A graduate of the Munson Institute of American Maritime Studies, and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Vernacular Architecture Forum, he has worked extensively with a variety of
museums and government agencies, including the Smithsonian Institution and the National Park
Service.
A summertime tradition since 1996, SDHC’s weekly Tuesday Talks present entertaining and informative
insights into local community life and history throughout July and August.

Saugatuck-Douglas History Center is supported in part by the Michigan Council for the Arts and
Cultural Affairs (MCACA) and the National Endowment for the Arts. For more information about SDHC,
its Museum in Saugatuck and Old School House in Douglas, and its activities planned for the months
ahead, visit www.MySDHistory.org.
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Caption : Iconic Leland (MI) Fishtown, still looking much like this 1920s photo, exemplifies the Great
Lakes fishtowns remembered in SDHC’s Aug. 10 Tuesday Talk.

